In vitro generation from murine brow marrow cells of accessory cells with discrete antigen presentation capacity and ability to release lymphostimulatory molecules.
An investigation of the immunological accessory cell function of in vitro bone marrow derived colony forming cells has been made. Data are presented to show that such cells can present immunogenic stimuli to lymphocytes and release lymphostimulatory products that in turn replace certain macrophage functions in the immune response. The appearance of these two activities is not correlated. Considerable heterogeneity exists in terms of the ability of different populations of cells to present distinct carbohydrate antigens in immunogenic form. In addition, that different macrophage cell populations can alter the affinity of antibody produced by an optimally stimulated primed spleen cell population is reported.